Cultural Currencies: Cash, Culture, and Change

Paper Two: Appiah

Is a truly cosmopolitan world possible? Kwame Anthony Appiah makes his case for such a possibility in his essays “Making Conversation” and “Primacy of Practice.” Yet we also know from Julia Alvarez’s “Selections from Once Upon a Quinceañera” that it is a challenge even for people within a common culture to agree on the meaning and definition of things like quinces, let alone larger global issues. Using both readings, write a paper in which you assess the possibilities of unique cultures reaching across social and geographical borders and enacting positive social change.
Questions for Exploration: 

What role does “conversation” play in reaching across borders?  What’s more important—values or practices?  How do quinces represent positive social change?  In what ways do cultures converse? Is there a difference between how cultures handle issues within their own community versus how they handle them externally within a more globalized society? What importance, if any, does the role of the individual have in the different layers of culture? Is the way people define themselves important to how they view and deal with the world around them? Make sure you remember to engage both authors in your argument.
Requirements:
· Rough Drafts should be 3-4 pages long.  Bring 2 copies of your draft to class.

· Revised Drafts should be 5-6 pages long.

· All papers should conform to proper MLA style.

· All drafts should be double spaced, printed, and proofread for error.  Your name should appear on the first page and in the header of every page along with the page number.

· Be sure to properly cite all sources, including Web or outside sources.
