Cultural Currencies: Cash, Culture, and Change

Paper Three: Savan

While the readings we have analyzed this semester have focused on communication and change within and across cultures, in her essay “What’s Black, Then White, and Said All Over?,” Leslie Savan explores consumer media’s appropriation and exploitation of a particular kind of cultural communication—black language.  Savan reports that while “black talk” is acceptable in commercials and ads, when it comes to education, that same language is deemed unacceptable because it is not considered proper English. 
POSSIBLE PROMPTS: In a paper using Savan and at least one other essay we have read this semester:
· evaluate the argument that the United States needs a common (or “official”) language.

· determine the value retroculturation.

· explain the role language plays in social cohesion between different cultures.

· explain the role language plays in social cohesion within a particular culture.

· explain the role language plays in changing culture over time.

· evaluate the ethics of the media’s appropriation of black language (or another culture’s language, or languages of minority cultures in general).  [remember, “the media” is more than the news—consider films, television, music, web texts, etc.]

· evaluate the argument that educational institutions should be more accepting of language(s) that are not currently tolerated (languages, words, acronyms, etc., that are outside of “proper English”)   
· (Make your own prompt – just be sure it asks for some sort of argument or position.)
Questions for Exploration: 

What role does retroculturation play in pop talk?  Does it participate in covert prestige?  Can we agree to a common language while holding different values?  What kind of languages are used in the United States? How do images and actions portrayed through the media work the same way? Does Appiah’s idea  of conversation rely upon having common ground or language? What role might social cohesion play?  How do cultural traditions such as the quince work as language within culture, but also across borders? How does Savan’s idea of covert prestige affect how language is used and perceived?  Does advertising function as a common language?

Requirements:

· Rough Drafts should be 3-4 pages long.  Bring 2 copies of your draft to class.

· Revised Drafts should be 5-6 pages long.

· All papers should conform to proper MLA style.

· All drafts should be double spaced, printed, and proofread for error.  Your name should appear on the first page and in the header of every page along with the page number.

· Be sure to properly cite all sources, including Web or outside sources.
