First Day Writing Sample
This writing sample is a diagnostic that will help me assess each of your individual levels of writing skill. This is not a graded assignment. Spend no more than one hour writing your response.

Read the following excerpt from Julia Alvarez’s Once Upon a Quinceañera:

   “Well.”  Will hesitates.  He is rightly cautious about delivering opinions beyond what the numbers can tell him.  “The quince tradition has always been important, but there’s this retroculturation going on right now—“

   “Retroculturation?”  This is the first I’ve heard of the term.

   “It’s a pattern that’s been happening with the Hispanic community,” Will goes on to explain.  “First generation comes to the United States, and they push to assimilate.  They adopt the American culture and norms.  Second generation, they want to be all-American.  Many don’t even speak Spanish.  They aren’t that familiar with the culture.  By the third generation, they’re born and bred here, but they have this special something that makes them unique, their Hispanic culture.  They want to learn Spanish—many, in fact, speak more Spanish than the second generation.  They make a concerted effort to hold on to their traditions, to establish cultural ties with their past.” (69-70)

Respond to the idea of “retroculturation” using your own experience or your observations of the cultures within which you live.  How do you establish cultural ties with your past?  Are such ties important?  If you completed the freshman reading, Mirta Ojito’s Finding Mañana, you may wish to reference that text as well.

