Instructions 

In order to help you apply these criteria, we have formed a rubric that you can use in grading.  However, please keep the following instructions and caveats in mind:

1. The rubric is meant as a tool for visualizing, interpreting, and applying the grading criteria for ENC 1101/1102.  In no cases should the rubric be used without the grading criteria.
2. Do not use the rubric as a substitute for commenting directly on the paper.  A good strategy is to comment directly on the draft first, then fill out the rubric score and comments, referring back to your comments on the draft (i.e. “Work on strengthening intrinsic transitions. See comment on page 3, para 2”).

3. Never leave the comments section on the rubric blank. This will give your students the idea that writing an essay is formulaic. The comments are the most important part.

4. You are not required to use a rubric.  Indeed, as you work with the criteria you will find that you do not need the rubric to determine the proper comments on a paper or its grade.  You might, at that point, use the rubric as a peer revision exercise or to help you on particularly borderline papers.

5. The rubric is meant to be an aid to understanding the more elaborate set of guidelines. Like all simplifications, though, it is, indeed, a simplification. It cannot cover everything, and you cannot expect it to.

	
	Outstanding
	Strong
	Adequate
	Unacceptable

	1. Argument:  Argument directly and fully answers prompt; is clearly stated early in paper; is original, compelling, and logical, avoiding absolute claims
	Comments:

	Argument Score (
	
	
	
	

	2. Evidence: Appropriate amount of relevant, accurate, and justifiably interpreted quotation. Quotation thoroughly introduced, explained, analyzed, and connected to argument/other texts. Possible counter-arguments considered.
	Comments:

	Evidence Score(
	
	
	
	

	3. Organization: Paragraphs maintain argumentative focus, exclude extraneous information, appear in a logical order, and transition smoothly. Introduction sets forth argument and goals of essay. Conclusion opens up avenues for future research.
	Comments:

	Organization Score(
	
	
	
	

	4. Attention to Audience:  Consistent, academic tone. Appropriate amount of contextual information, anticipating audience questions. Addresses significant issues and makes them important to audience.
	Comments:

	Attention to Audience Score(
	
	
	
	

	5. Grammar and Format:  Errors in grammar, spelling, and usage limited or non-existent. Correct MLA format, including proper quotation citation.
	Comments:

	Grammar and Format Score(
	
	
	
	

	6. Additional Comments:


